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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The following Memo presents the review, analysis, and results of the underwater cultural 
resource work carried out in support of the Lake Champlain segment of the Champlain-Hudson 
Power Express (CHPE) project as a Phase IA Report. The goal of the work is to identify potential 
underwater cultural resources within the Marine Route Survey (MRS) of the Lake Champlain 
segment. The investigations were carried out at the request of, and under contract order from 
TRC Environmental Corporation (TRC) (CO 200749). The work discussed in detail below for 
the Project, utilized underwater archaeologists who meet the Secretary of the Interior 
Professional Qualifications Standards as defined and officially adopted in 1983 (48 FR 44716, 
September 29) and the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 112 and the Section 
106 regulations, at §800.2(a)(1) for archaeological resources investigations. The investigation 
was conducted in accordance with the requirement of the New York State Historic Preservation 
Office (NYSHPO). Assessment of cultural resources and historic properties adhered to the 
definition in the NHPA, and per regulations issued by the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation (ACHP). 

In this Report, an overall evaluation of the underwater cultural resources identified in the CHPE 
Lake Champlain MRS characterized the resources identified along with a thorough discussion of 
their archaeological and historic significance. This Report will aid in the clearance of the entire 
line from its start in New York state waters of Lake Champlain at the US-Canadian border to 
where the submarine line connects on-land at Putnam Station, New York. Additionally, it will 
aid in the review and analysis of potential underwater cultural resources identified in the utility 
crossings for pre-lay mattress locations along the Lake Champlain segment of the CHPE 
submarine power cable transmission line. 

Work on this Project began in the winter of 2022 when the Lake Champlain Maritime Museum 
(LCMM) was contracted by TRC to evaluate several pre-lay utility crossing locations along the 
Lake Champlain segment of the CHPE submarine power cable transmission line. This work 
continues from previous work done by LCMM in 2010 and 2011 for the initial evaluation of the 
CHPE project, which includes a desktop review of Global Information Systems (GIS) databases 
using datasets collected from Lake Champlain and the Hudson River. The current work will 
assist in preparation of the Environmental Management and Construction Plan (EM&CP) 
filings required for the CHPE Project. 

Underwater cultural resources have been determined to be present in several current pre-lay 
utility crossing areas and within previous pre-lay utility crossing areas. Additionally, several 
underwater cultural resources are in proximity to the CHPE Lake Champlain Segment Current 
Route and the CHPE Lake Champlain Segment Permitted Route. Generally, for the underwater 
cultural resources located within the APE of the Lake Champlain route corridor for the CHPE 
submarine power cable transmission line, avoidance is recommended. For avoidance, LCMM 
recommends the Project use an avoidance buffer of 50 meters (164 feet) around the submerged 
cultural resources identified in this Report for cable routing and during construction activities. 
Consultation with the NYSHPO is advised to discuss the planned avoidance measures for the 
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underwater cultural resources located at the Rouses Point Railroad Trestle, Old Route 2 Bridge, 
Larrabees Point – Willow Point Railroad Trestle, Great Bridge at Fort Ticonderoga and Mount 
Independence, and for any of the wrecks identified in this Report where of the cable installation 
activities would occur within the 50 meter (164 feet) avoidance buffer. 
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