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Laura Darling

From: Laura Darling

Sent: Wednesday, August 3, 2022 2:51 PM

To: Smith, Matthew (DPS); Maraglio, Matthew (DOS); sita.crounse; Behnke, Heather (DPS);

Drexler, David (DPS); Gaidasz, Karen M (DEC); Rahm, Patrick J (DEC)

Cc: Josh.Bagnato; Michael Main; Ayokunle KAFI

Subject: Case 10-T-0139, CHPE Packages 3, 5B, 6, 7A, 7B, and 8 Wetland Delineation Reports and

Waterbody Inventories

Dear DPS, DEC, and DOS Staff, 

Pursuant to Certificate Conditions 113(a) and 114(a), below is a link to files included in the Wetland Delineation Reports 
for packages 3, 5B, 6, 7A, 7B and 8 of the Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE) transmission line, including 
Shapefiles.  These conditions require that, at least 30 days prior to filing of a proposed Segment Environmental 
Management and Construction Plan (EM&CP), the Certificate Holder must share these documents with DPS, DEC and 
DOS.  These segments are not located in the Adirondack Park, therefore the APA is not included in this distribution. 

The geographic scope of these segments are as follows: 

Package 3 – Fort Edward to Milton (26.5 miles along CP rail corridor starting in Town of Kingsbury and extending to 
Town of Ballston Spa) 

Package 5B – Bethlehem (5.3 miles starting in Bethlehem along NYS Route 32, West Yard Road, and other areas in the 
Town) 

Package 6 – Selkirk to Catskill (beginning Town of Bethlehem and extending approximately 20.8 miles on CSX rail line 
through Towns of Coeymans, New Baltimore, Coxsackie, Athens and Catskill)  

Package 7A – CSX Railroad Catskill (extending 8.7 miles along CSX railroad starting in Catskill then running along Allen 
Street, Route 9W and Alpha Boulevard to the west bank of the Hudson River) 

Package 7B – 9W Rockland (7.6 miles beginning in Haverstraw and extending along several state and local roads) 

Package 8—Bronx to Astoria (2.13 miles – areas near the Harlem and Hudson Rivers in New York City) – Please note 
there are no shapefiles for Package 8, as there were no wetlands identified. 

We anticipate filing the EM&CP for these segments in the fall of 2022. 

The reports and related shapefiles can be accessed here:  

 CHPE Packages 3, 5B, 6, 7A, 7B and 8 Wetland and Waterbody Reports and Shapefiles 

Please feel free to reach out with any questions, or if you have difficulty accessing the documents. 

Sincerely,  

Laura Bomyea Darling 
Associate Attorney 

12/13/2022

□ ------------------
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Young / Sommer LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

ldarling@youngsommer.com 
Executive Woods, Five Palisades Drive, Albany, NY 
12205 www.youngsommer.com  

This e-mail is sent by a law firm and may contain information that is privileged or confidential.  If you are not the intended recipient, please delete the e-mail and any 
attachments and notify us immediately. 

12/13/2022



Nicole Frazer

CHA

III Winners Circle

Albany, NY 12205

Champlain Hudson Power Express - Phase 2 - Package 3, Fort Edward to Milton Re:

County: Saratoga, Washington  

Nicole Frazer:Dear

April 11, 2022

         In response to your recent request, we have reviewed the New York Natural Heritage 
Program database with respect to the above project.

         Enclosed is a report of rare or state-listed animals and plants, and significant natural 
communities that our database indicates occur along the project alignment or in its vicinity.

         For most sites, comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted; the enclosed 
report only includes records from our database. We cannot provide a definitive statement as 
to the presence or absence of all rare or state-listed species or significant natural 
communities. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at the project site, 
further information from on-site surveys or other sources may be required to fully assess 
impacts on biological resources.

         The presence of the plants and animals identified in the enclosed report may result in 
this project requiring additional review or permit conditions. For further guidance, and for 
information regarding other permits that may be required under state law for regulated areas 
or activities (e.g., regulated wetlands), please contact the NYS DEC Division of 
Environmental Permits.
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Nicholas Conrad

Information Resources Coordinator

New York Natural Heritage Program

Sincerely,



New York Natural Heritage Program Report on State-listed Animals

The following state-listed animals have been documented along the 
Champlain-Hudson Power Express Phase 2 Package 3 alignment.

The following list includes animals that are listed by NYS as Endangered, Threatened, or Special Concern; 
and/or that are federally listed.

For information about any permit considerations for the project, contact the NYSDEC Division of 
Environmental Permits.

The following species have been documented within .5 mile of the project alignment in many locations in the 
Town of Wilton and the City of Saratoga Springs.

The first two species have been documented directly along the railroad serving as the route of the alignment 
between Geyser Road and Geyser Creek in the City of Saratoga Springs.

All three species have been documented directly along the railroad serving as the route of the alignment as it 
runs through the Saratoga Sand Plains State Wildlife Management Area (Wilton Wildlife Preserve) and its 
vicinity in Wilton. 

FEDERAL LISTINGNY STATE LISTINGCOMMON NAME

Butterflies

EndangeredPersius Duskywing

SCIENTIFIC NAME

Page 1 of 14/11/2022

Callophrys irus ThreatenedFrosted Elfin

Plebejus melissa samuelis Endangered EndangeredKarner Blue

Erynnis persius persius

This report only includes records from the NY Natural Heritage database.

Information about many of the listed animals in New York, including habitat, biology, identification, 
conservation, and management, are available online in Natural Heritage’s Conservation Guides at 
www.guides.nynhp.org, and from NYSDEC at www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7494.html.
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Highlight
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Report on Rare Animals, Rare Plants, and
Significant Natural CommunitiesNew York Natural Heritage Program

HERITAGE CONSERVATION STATUSSCIENTIFIC NAME NY STATE LISTINGCOMMON NAME

Amphibians

Special Concern Imperiled in NYS

12397

Scaphiopus holbrookiiEastern Spadefoot

2019: The metamorphs were observed in a drying Pine Barrens Vernal Pool with tussock sedge, spirea, and gray 
birch and adjacent small wooded patches of mixed hardwoods with white oak, red oak, black oak, alder, white pine, 
and small grassy openings nearby. The soil is sandy and a few smaller vernal pools are present.

Dragonflies and Damselflies

Imperiled in NYS

14695

Imperiled in NYS

13569

Lyre-tipped Spreadwing Lestes unguiculatus Unlisted

2008-07-26: Vernal pool complex at Wilton Wildlife Preserve. 

Spatterdock Darner Rhionaeschna mutata Unlisted

2010-07-05: Four vernal ponds.
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The following rare plants, rare animals, and significant natural communities have been 
documented along the Champlain-Hudson Power Express Phase 2 Package 3 alignment.

We recommend that potential impacts of the proposed project on these species or communities be addressed as 
part of any environmental assessment or review conducted as part of the planning, permitting and approval 
process, such as reviews conducted under SEQR. Field surveys of the project site may be necessary to 
determine the status of a species at the site, particularly for sites that are currently undeveloped and may still 
contain suitable habitat. Final requirements of the project to avoid, minimize, or mitigate potential impacts are 
determined by the lead permitting agency or the government body approving the project.

From Ballard Road to southwest of Edie Road in the Town of Wilton, the project alignment railroad runs through the 
Saratoga Sand Plains State Wildlife Management Area (Wilton Wildlife Preserve). The following animals and natural 
communities are documented within .5 mile of the project alignment, either in the Wildlife Management Area or in 
its vicinity.

The animals in this report, while not listed by New York State as Endangered or Threatened, are rare in New York 
and are of conservation concern.

The natural communities in this report are considered significant from a statewide perspective by the NY Natural 
Heritage Program. Each community is either an example of a community type that is rare in the state, or a 
high-quality example of a more common community type. By meeting specific, documented criteria, the NY Natural 
Heritage Program considers these community occurrences to have high ecological and conservation value.

A GIS layer of Natural Heritage significant natural communities is available from the NYS GIS Clearinghouse at 
http://gis.ny.gov/gisdata/inventories/details.cfm?DSID=1241.



HERITAGE CONSERVATION STATUSCOMMON NAME

Wetland/Aquatic Communities

11609

High Quality Occurrence of Rare Community Type

A moderate-sized pond system in very good condition within a good to fair landscape that is undergoing positive 
restoration efforts.

Pine Barrens Vernal Pond

13560

High Quality Occurrence of Uncommon Community Type

This vernal pool complex is of moderate size and within a well protected, good quality landscape.

Vernal Pool

13557

High Quality Occurrence of Uncommon Community Type

Adjacent to west side of railroad from Edie Road south for 1/4 mile. This a moderately sized red maple-hardwood 
swamp in very good condition within a good landscape.

Red Maple-Hardwood Swamp

13563

High Quality Occurrence of Uncommon Community Type

This is a relatively small occurrence within a well protected landscape that is undergoing restoration efforts.

Red Maple-Hardwood Swamp

13553

High Quality Occurrence of Uncommon Community Type

Miller Swamp: This is a relatively large hemlock-hardwood swamp in good condition within a good quality landscape.

Hemlock-Hardwood Swamp

Upland/Terrestrial Communities

13550

High Quality Occurrence of Rare Community Type

The community is relatively small but in good condition within a good to fair landscape that is undergoing positive 
restoration efforts.

Pitch Pine-Scrub Oak Barrens
and Globally Rare

13554

High Quality Occurrence of Uncommon Community Type

Adjacent to railroad on State Wildlife Management Area north and south of Scout Road. This is a relatively small grassland 
of mostly artifcial origin via restoration efforts, but may include remnant patches of natural origin, in a protected, good 
quality landscape that is under active management. These grasslands may succeed to pitch pine-scrub oak barrens in the 
future.

Successional Northern Sandplain Grassland

13565

High Quality Occurrence

Adjacent to railroad on State Wildlife Management Area north and south of Scout Road, and on private land north of 
West Lane. This Appalachian oak-pine matrix forest is in good condition and occurs in large patches in the Saratoga 
Sandplains landscape.

Appalachian Oak-Pine Forest
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The following plants are listed as Endangered or Threatened by New York State, and are a vulnerable natural 
resource of conservation concern.

HERITAGE CONSERVATION STATUSSCIENTIFIC NAME NY STATE LISTINGCOMMON NAME

Plants

Threatened Imperiled in NYS

2715

Hydrastis canadensisGoldenseal

Documented .2 mile from project alignment between Wilton-Greenfield Town Line and Clinton Street, in a beech-maple mesic 
forest on a fairly steep, rocky, terraced slope.

This report only includes records from the NY Natural Heritage database. For most sites, comprehensive field 
surveys have not been conducted, and we cannot provide a definitive statement as to the presence or absence of 
all rare or state-listed species. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at the project site, 
further information from on-site surveys or other sources may be required to fully assess impacts on biological 
resources.

Information about many of the rare animals and plants in New York, including habitat, biology, identification, 
conservation, and  management, are available online in Natural Heritage’s Conservation Guides at 
www.guides.nynhp.org.
Information about many of the natural community types in New York, including identification, dominant and 
characteristic vegetation, distribution, conservation, and management, is available online in Natural Heritage’s 
Conservation Guides at www.guides.nynhp.org. For descriptions of all community types, go to www.dec.ny.gov/
animals/97703.html for Ecological Communities of New York State.
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