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Latham, Tierney

From: Conese, Katherine

Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2023 3:46 PM

To: Latham, Tierney; Mottola, Sophia; Baloch, Jasmine
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: Lake Champlain Intakes

Katie Conese
Environmental Scientist

’\ 404 Wyman Street, Suite 375, Waltham MA 02451
Y 4 I R[ T 781-419-7709 E KConese@TRCcompanies.com

Linkedln | Twitter | Blog | TRCcompanies.com

From: Palmer, Patrick M (HEALTH) <patrick.palmer@health.ny.gov>
Sent: Friday, February 3, 2023 8:38 AM

To: Conese, Katherine <KConese@trccompanies.com>

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Lake Champlain Intakes

This is an EXTERNAL email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you validate the sender and know the content is safe.

ALWAYS hover over the link to preview the actual URL/site and confirm its legitimacy.

Hi Katie — one clarification on the list. There is technically another PWS in the area, but it is supplied by Willsboro WD (NY1500299) so there is no additional lake

intake. (It was formerly a private water system that the Town acquired a few years ago)
WILLSBORO BAY WATER LAKE WILLSBORO SUPERVISOR AND TOWN

SUPPLY NY1510644 CHAMPLAIN ESSEX 140 NC BOARD 518-963-866

From: Palmer, Patrick M (HEALTH) <patrick.palmer@health.ny.gov>
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2023 3:36 PM

To: Conese, Katherine <KConese@trccompanies.com>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Lake Champlain Intakes




Hi Katie. The list of systems is the same as in 2011. Here is what we have in SDWIS for contacts:

Water_System_Name Water_SystemID Source_Name Principle_County_Served Population_Served Water_System_Type Contact_Name Contact_Phone_NumberE

ROUSES POINT LAKE
VILLAGE WD NY0900223 CHAMPLAIN  CLINTON 2550C MOLINSKI, GARY 518-298-5942 <[
ESSEX
LAKE SUPERVISOR
CHAMPLAIN AND TOWN
ESSEX WD NY1500278 INTAKE ESSEX 350C BOARD 518-963-4287 <[
WILLSBORO
LAKE SUPERVISOR
CHAMPLAIN AND TOWN
WILLSBORO WD NY1500299 INTAKE ESSEX 1571C BOARD 518-963-8668 <I
CRATER CLUB WATER LAKE MURCRAY,
SUPPLY NY1512226 CHAMPLAIN  ESSEX 132NC GERALD 518-963-4444 5!
LAKE TAYLOR,
PORT KENT WD NY1520370 CHAMPLAIN  ESSEX 158C EDWARD 518-834-7966 5

Let me know if you run into any issues.

-Pat

From: Conese, Katherine <KConese@trccompanies.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2023 1:58 PM

To: Palmer, Patrick M (HEALTH) <patrick.palmer@health.ny.gov>

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Lake Champlain Intakes

I You don't often get email from kconese@trccompanies.com. Learn why this is important

Hi Pat,

| just wanted to follow up and see if you have an expected timeline for when | will be receiving this information?

Thanks!
Katie

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.



Katie Conese
Environmental Scientist

;\ 404 Wyman Street, Suite 375, Waltham MA 02451
Y 4 I Rl T 781-419-7709 E KConese@TRCcompanies.com

Linkedln | Twitter | Blog | TRCcompanies.com

From: Conese, Katherine

Sent: Friday, January 27, 2023 12:18 PM

To: Palmer, Patrick M (HEALTH) <patrick.palmer@health.ny.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Lake Champlain Intakes

Great, thank you!

Katie Conese
Environmental Scientist

404 Wyman Street, Suite 375, Waltham MA 02451
» I
LY 4 R l T 781-419-7709 E KConese@TRCcompanies.com

LinkedIn | Twitter | Blog | TRCcompanies.com

From: Palmer, Patrick M (HEALTH) <patrick.palmer@health.ny.gov>
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2023 10:47 AM

To: Conese, Katherine <KConese@trccompanies.com>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Lake Champlain Intakes

This is an EXTERNAL email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you validate the sender and know the content is safe.

ALWAYS hover over the link to preview the actual URL/site and confirm its legitimacy.

Hi Katie, sorry | missed your call. | (or someone here at NYSDOH) will get you the contact info currently on file for public water systems with Lake Champlain
intakes.

-Pat



Patrick M. Palmer, MPH

Chief, NYC Watershed Section

Bureau of Water Supply Protection

New York State Department of Health

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Room 1198, Albany, NY 12237
Office: 518.402.7650 | Cell: 518.646.2341
patrick.palmer@health.ny.gov

From: Conese, Katherine <KConese@trccompanies.com>

Sent: Friday, January 27, 2023 10:35 AM

To: Palmer, Patrick M (HEALTH) <patrick.palmer@health.ny.gov>
Subject: Lake Champlain Intakes

You don't often get email from kconese@trccompanies.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Hi Pat,

| just left you a voicemail, but thought I'd follow up with an email as well. | am currently working on the EM&CP for the Champlain Hudson Power Express project
and have been asked to reach out in the hopes of obtaining the contact information of the entities that control any intakes that might exist in New York waters
of Lake Champlain. You had assisted us with a similar task for the intakes along the Hudson for ESS Group. Our goal is to ultimately obtain Northing and Easting
coordinates for any intakes, so if you could point me in the right direction of who to contact for this information that would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks,

Katie

Katie Conese
Environmental Scientist



404 Wyman Street, Suite 375, Waltham MA 02451
AN ' /
Ay 4

T 781-419-7709 E KConese@TRCcompanies.com
LinkedIn | Twitter | Blog | TRCcompanies.com




United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New York Ecological Services Field Office
3817 Luker Road
Cortland, NY 13045-9385
Phone: (607) 753-9334 Fax: (607) 753-9699
Email Address: fw5es nyfo@fws.gov

In Reply Refer To: April 03, 2023
Project Code: 2023-0061791
Project Name: CHPE Lake Champlain Pre-Lay Mattressing

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)


mailto:fw5es_nyfo@fws.gov
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(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional,
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations.php.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to-
birds.php.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/
executive-orders/e0-13186.php.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the
header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.
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Note: [PaC has provided all available attachments because this project is in multiple field office
jurisdictions.

Attachment(s):

= Official Species List

= USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
» Migratory Birds

» Wetlands
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OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

New York Ecological Services Field Office
3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045-9385

(607) 753-9334

This project's location is within the jurisdiction of multiple offices. However, only one species
list document will be provided for all offices. The species and critical habitats in this document
reflect the aggregation of those that fall in each of the affiliated office's jurisdiction. Other offices
affiliated with the project:

New England Ecological Services Field Office
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300

Concord, NH 03301-5094

(603) 223-2541
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PROJECT SUMMARY

Project Code: 2023-0061791

Project Name: CHPE Lake Champlain Pre-Lay Mattressing
Project Type: Transmission Line - New Constr - Below Ground

Project Description: Concrete mattresses will be placed on the bottom of Lake Champlain at
locations where the proposed Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE)
cable route intersects existing co-located infrastructure/utilities.

Project Location:

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@43.9003018,-73.39270785672495,14z
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Counties: New York and Vermont


https://www.google.com/maps/@43.9003018,-73.39270785672495,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@43.9003018,-73.39270785672495,14z
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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES

There is a total of 3 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Ciritical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
MAMMALS
NAME STATUS
Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

INSECTS
NAME STATUS
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.


https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
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USFWS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE LANDS
AND FISH HATCHERIES

Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.


http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
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MIGRATORY BIRDS

Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act! and the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act?.

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to
migratory birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider
implementing appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
3. 50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)

The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the
USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your
project location. To learn more about the levels of concern for birds on your list and how this
list is generated, see the FAQ below. This is not a list of every bird you may find in this location,
nor a guarantee that every bird on this list will be found in your project area. To see exact
locations of where birders and the general public have sighted birds in and around your project
area, visit the E-bird data mapping tool (Tip: enter your location, desired date range and a species
on your list). For projects that occur off the Atlantic Coast, additional maps and models detailing
the relative occurrence and abundance of bird species on your list are available. Links to
additional information about Atlantic Coast birds, and other important information about your
migratory bird list, including how to properly interpret and use your migratory bird report, can be
found below.

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures
to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE
SUMMARY at the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be present and
breeding in your project area.

BREEDING
NAME SEASON
American Golden-plover Pluvialis dominica Breeds

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  elsewhere
and Alaska.

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus Breeds Dec 1 to
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention Aug 31
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types
of development or activities.

Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon Breeds Mar 15
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions to Jul 25
(BCRys) in the continental USA


https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
http://ebird.org/ebird/map/
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NAME
Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9399

Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora pinus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA

Eastern Whip-poor-will Antrostomus vociferus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Evening Grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types
of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9679

Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres morinella
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA

BREEDING
SEASON

Breeds May 15
to Oct 10

Breeds May 1
to Jun 30

Breeds May 20
to Jul 31

Breeds May 20
to Aug 10

Breeds Mar 15
to Aug 25

Breeds Apr 25
to Aug 31

Breeds May 1
to Aug 20

Breeds May 15
to Aug 10

Breeds Jan 1 to
Aug 31

Breeds
elsewhere

Breeds May 1
to Jul 31

Breeds
elsewhere


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9399
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9679
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BREEDING
NAME SEASON
Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus Breeds

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  elsewhere
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9480

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina Breeds May 10
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  tg Aug 31
and Alaska.

PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY

The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read and understand the
FAQ "Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting
to interpret this report.

Probability of Presence ()

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your
project overlaps during a particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-week
months.) A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey effort (see
below) can be used to establish a level of confidence in the presence score. One can have higher
confidence in the presence score if the corresponding survey effort is also high.

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps:

1. The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in
the week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events for
that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee
was found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is
0.25.

2. To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of
presence is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum
probability of presence across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence
in week 20 for the Spotted Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12
(0.25) is the maximum of any week of the year. The relative probability of presence on
week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is 0.05/0.25 = 0.2.

3. The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical
conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the
probability of presence score.

Breeding Season ( )

Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across
its entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project
area.


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9480
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Survey Effort (/)

Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys
performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of
surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys.

No Data (-)
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

Survey Timeframe

Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant
information. The exception to this is areas off the Atlantic coast, where bird returns are based on
all years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse.

probability of presence breeding season | survey effort — no data

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

i Iden-
over o HFERE A FEEE R bbb

BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Id Eagl
vomcc IV I N IR O S A o o s

Vulnerable

Ited Kingfish
e wogtsher oo s o I RR ONINON OANOIEN OO AN MR | o
Black-billed
cokoo A HHH A TN bt b

BCC Rangewide
(CON)

lue-winged
water o P FEREHERE A O R R R

BCC - BCR

secRagewite T HHHHAHHHS N DI DO g e

(CON)

Canada Warbl
pccrangevide 111 HHHEHHH HH H00E BREE EEE ERbHH A

(CON)

Chi Swif
sccRangewide 11 FHHEHEEE TS SRR WU B0 0000 et 4 HHH HH

(CON)

teadowtars A TSR0 B DO R+ g HH

BCC - BCR



04/03/2023 5

hip-poor-
it e R R W W S b

BCC Rangewide
(CON)

sCcRangowide 1A - bl B R R ok i

(CON)

Gold 1
Newscc. SEEEEEEEREEE REEEFEEE FREE FEEE BEEE HAH bk b

Vulnerable

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Cc Rangewice 1+ HHT FHH bk b - b Ot

(CON)

Prairie Warbl
pcc rangewide 11 FHHEHAHHH S0 R0 FEEEHHH b

(CON)

Ruddy Turnstone \
oc ) BoR e e i o o e o | 1 o o S o

Short-billed
Dowitcher

BCC Rangewide
(CON)

d Thrush
scorangewe 11 HHH FHH NI RBIN D000 00 4 HHH HHH HH

(CON)

Additional information can be found using the following links:

» Birds of Conservation Concern https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
* Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/
collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds

= Nationwide conservation measures for birds https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/
documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf

MIGRATORY BIRDS FAQ

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts
to migratory birds.

Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize
impacts to all birds at any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly
important when birds are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in
the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and avoiding their destruction is a very
helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to occur and be breeding
in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures or permits
may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of
infrastructure or bird species present on your project site.



https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf
https://avianknowledge.net/index.php/beneficial-practices/
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits.php
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What does IPaC use to generate the list of migratory birds that potentially occur in my
specified location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern
(BCCQ) and other species that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian
Knowledge Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding,
and citizen science datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as
occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as
warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act
requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to offshore activities or
development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your
project area. It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list
of all birds potentially present in your project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information
Locator (RAIL) Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds
potentially occurring in my specified location?

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data
provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing

collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets.

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information
becomes available. To learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and
how to interpret them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me
about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering or migrating in my area?

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding,
wintering, migrating or year-round), you may query your location using the RAIL Tool and look
at the range maps provided for birds in your area at the bottom of the profiles provided for each
bird in your results. If a bird on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated
with it, if that bird does occur in your project area, there may be nests present at some point
within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not
breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?
Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern
throughout their range anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation
Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA; and


https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
https://data.pointblue.org/apps/rail/
https://data.pointblue.org/apps/rail/
https://avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://data.pointblue.org/apps/rail/
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
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3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on
your list either because of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles)
potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types of development or activities
(e.g. offshore energy development or longline fishing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made,
in particular, to avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC
species of rangewide concern. For more information on conservation measures you can
implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird impacts and requirements for eagles,
please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species
and groups of bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the
Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal also offers data and information about other taxa besides
birds that may be helpful to you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird
model results files underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical

Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic
Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use
throughout the year, including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this
information. For additional information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study
and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam Loring.

What if I have eagles on my list?
If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid
violating the Eagle Act should such impacts occur.

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report

The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of
birds of priority concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for
identifying what other birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC
use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my specified location". Please be
aware this report provides the "probability of presence" of birds within the 10 km grid cell(s) that
overlap your project; not your exact project footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look
carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical bar) and for the existence of the "no
data" indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high survey effort is the key component. If the survey
effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more dependable. In
contrast, a low survey effort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack of
certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for
identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might
be there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you
know what to look for to confirm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement
conservation measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts from your project activities,
should presence be confirmed. To learn more about conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell


https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/bald-and-golden-eagle-information.php
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/?birds
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-12-02/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-13-01/
mailto:Caleb_Spiegel@fws.gov
mailto:Pamela_Loring@fws.gov
https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws
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me about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory
birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.
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WETLANDS

Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine
the actual extent of wetlands on site.

WETLAND INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE WHEN THIS SPECIES LIST WAS GENERATED.
PLEASE VISIT HTTPS:/WWW.FWS.GOV/WETLANDS/DATA/MAPPER.HTML OR CONTACT THE FIELD
OFFICE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.



http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.HTML
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION

Agency: TRC

Name: Tierney Latham

Address: 215 Greenfield Parkway
Address Line 2: Suite 102

City: Liverpool

State: NY

Zip: 13088

Email tlatham@trccompanies.com

Phone: 4013301230



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New York Ecological Services Field Office
3817 Luker Road
Cortland, NY 13045-9385
Phone: (607) 753-9334 Fax: (607) 753-9699
Email Address: fw5es nyfo@fws.gov

In Reply Refer To: July 06, 2023
Project Code: 2023-0101322

Project Name: Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE) Project — Lake Champlain Marine
Segment Pre-Lay Mattressing

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.
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A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional,
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations.php.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to-
birds.php.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/
executive-orders/e0-13186.php.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the
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header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Note: IPaC has provided all available attachments because this project is in multiple field office
jurisdictions.

Attachment(s):

» Official Species List

= USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
» Migratory Birds

» Wetlands
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OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

New York Ecological Services Field Office
3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045-9385

(607) 753-9334

This project's location is within the jurisdiction of multiple offices. However, only one species
list document will be provided for all offices. The species and critical habitats in this document
reflect the aggregation of those that fall in each of the affiliated office's jurisdiction. Other offices
affiliated with the project:

New England Ecological Services Field Office
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300

Concord, NH 03301-5094

(603) 223-2541
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PROJECT SUMMARY

Project Code: 2023-0101322

Project Name: Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE) Project — Lake Champlain
Marine Segment Pre-Lay Mattressing

Project Type: Transmission Line - New Constr - Below Ground

Project Description: Concrete mattresses will be placed on the bottom of Lake Champlain at
locations where the proposed Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE)
cable route intersects existing co-located infrastructure/utilities.

Project Location:

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@44.9944965,-73.35108151891112,14z

CLonguaul 2
: Granby =l

Montreal

St Jagn -sur
Richelieu

Fontpelier

Counties: Clinton and Essex counties, New York
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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES

There is a total of 3 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Ciritical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
MAMMALS
NAME STATUS
Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

INSECTS
NAME STATUS
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.
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USFWS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE LANDS
AND FISH HATCHERIES

Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.
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MIGRATORY BIRDS

Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act! and the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act?.

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to
migratory birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider
implementing appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
3. 50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)

The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the
USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your
project location. To learn more about the levels of concern for birds on your list and how this
list is generated, see the FAQ below. This is not a list of every bird you may find in this location,
nor a guarantee that every bird on this list will be found in your project area. To see exact
locations of where birders and the general public have sighted birds in and around your project
area, visit the E-bird data mapping tool (Tip: enter your location, desired date range and a species
on your list). For projects that occur off the Atlantic Coast, additional maps and models detailing
the relative occurrence and abundance of bird species on your list are available. Links to
additional information about Atlantic Coast birds, and other important information about your
migratory bird list, including how to properly interpret and use your migratory bird report, can be
found below.

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures
to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE
SUMMARY at the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be present and
breeding in your project area.

BREEDING
NAME SEASON
American Golden-plover Pluvialis dominica Breeds

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  elsewhere
and Alaska.

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus Breeds Dec 1 to
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention Aug 31
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types
of development or activities.

Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon Breeds Mar 15
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions to Jul 25
(BCRys) in the continental USA



07/06/2023

NAME
Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9399

Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora pinus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA

Eastern Whip-poor-will Antrostomus vociferus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Evening Grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types
of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9679

Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres morinella
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA

BREEDING
SEASON

Breeds May 15
to Oct 10

Breeds May 1
to Jun 30

Breeds May 20
to Jul 31

Breeds May 20
to Aug 10

Breeds Mar 15
to Aug 25

Breeds Apr 25
to Aug 31

Breeds May 1
to Aug 20

Breeds May 15
to Aug 10

Breeds Jan 1 to
Aug 31

Breeds
elsewhere

Breeds May 1
to Jul 31

Breeds
elsewhere
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BREEDING
NAME SEASON
Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus Breeds

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  elsewhere
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9480

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina Breeds May 10
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  tg Aug 31
and Alaska.

PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY

The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read and understand the
FAQ "Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting
to interpret this report.

Probability of Presence ()

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your
project overlaps during a particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-week
months.) A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey effort (see
below) can be used to establish a level of confidence in the presence score. One can have higher
confidence in the presence score if the corresponding survey effort is also high.

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps:

1. The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in
the week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events for
that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee
was found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is
0.25.

2. To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of
presence is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum
probability of presence across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence
in week 20 for the Spotted Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12
(0.25) is the maximum of any week of the year. The relative probability of presence on
week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is 0.05/0.25 = 0.2.

3. The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical
conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the
probability of presence score.

Breeding Season ( )

Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across
its entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project
area.
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Survey Effort (/)

Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys
performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of
surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys.

No Data (-)
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

Survey Timeframe

Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant
information. The exception to this is areas off the Atlantic coast, where bird returns are based on
all years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse.

probability of presence breeding season | survey effort — no data

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

i Iden-
iover o FEEE A A R b

BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Bald Eagle | || H
P I NI W S W Wl WWNN WWRN W R

Vulnerable

e negrener o oo o R O M A M S
BCC - BCR
cutoo  THAEHHEHHE OIS R R EEE

BCC Rangewide
(CON)

lue-winged
water o P FEREHERE A O R R R

BCC - BCR

Bobolink
nccrangewide T TF A FHEE - S DR WO oot

(CON)

Canada Warbl
pccrangewice 111 HHH HH HH HAIEEREE FEEE b H-H HH HHH HH

(CON)

Chi Swif
sccrageite  11H HAHHHEETEHE IR WOO0 D00 B0 o HH A HH

(CON)

s 1TH A0 S BT O R A

BCC - BCR




07/06/2023 5

hip-poor-
win e R W 0 b e HH

BCC Rangewide
(CON)

sCcRangewide TP FHH b W L ok e

(CON)

Gold 1
Newscc. SEEEEEEEREEE REEEFEEE FREE FEEE BEEE HAH bk b

Vulnerable

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Lesser Yellowlegs | l | | | |
scc rangowide. T FHEEHHHE bk b - bbb O o 444 H
(CON)

Prairie Warbl

e THHEEEHEEEEEEHEE HOMD R FEEE b

(CON)

Ruddy Turnstone fpt— o

------ i B B e e e e o | S e S i e
BCC - BCR

Short-billed
Dowitcher b+ +4++ ~+++ H+H e -+ H+HR R A e

BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Wood Thrush
nccrangowide T TF A FEEE -0 W0 DI W00 B A

(CON)

Additional information can be found using the following links:

» Birds of Conservation Concern https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
* Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/
collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds

= Nationwide conservation measures for birds https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/
documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf

MIGRATORY BIRDS FAQ

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts
to migratory birds.

Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize
impacts to all birds at any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly
important when birds are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in
the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and avoiding their destruction is a very
helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to occur and be breeding
in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures or permits
may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of
infrastructure or bird species present on your project site.
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What does IPaC use to generate the list of migratory birds that potentially occur in my
specified location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern
(BCCQ) and other species that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian
Knowledge Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding,
and citizen science datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as
occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as
warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act
requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to offshore activities or
development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your
project area. It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list
of all birds potentially present in your project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information
Locator (RAIL) Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds
potentially occurring in my specified location?

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data
provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing

collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets.

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information
becomes available. To learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and
how to interpret them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me
about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering or migrating in my area?

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding,
wintering, migrating or year-round), you may query your location using the RAIL Tool and look
at the range maps provided for birds in your area at the bottom of the profiles provided for each
bird in your results. If a bird on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated
with it, if that bird does occur in your project area, there may be nests present at some point
within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not
breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?
Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern
throughout their range anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation
Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA; and
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3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on
your list either because of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles)
potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types of development or activities
(e.g. offshore energy development or longline fishing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made,
in particular, to avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC
species of rangewide concern. For more information on conservation measures you can
implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird impacts and requirements for eagles,
please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species
and groups of bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the
Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal also offers data and information about other taxa besides
birds that may be helpful to you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird
model results files underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical

Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic
Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use
throughout the year, including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this
information. For additional information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study
and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam Loring.

What if I have eagles on my list?
If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid
violating the Eagle Act should such impacts occur.

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report

The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of
birds of priority concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for
identifying what other birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC
use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my specified location". Please be
aware this report provides the "probability of presence" of birds within the 10 km grid cell(s) that
overlap your project; not your exact project footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look
carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical bar) and for the existence of the "no
data" indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high survey effort is the key component. If the survey
effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more dependable. In
contrast, a low survey effort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack of
certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for
identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might
be there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you
know what to look for to confirm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement
conservation measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts from your project activities,
should presence be confirmed. To learn more about conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell
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me about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory
birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.
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WETLANDS

Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine
the actual extent of wetlands on site.




07/06/2023

IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION

Agency: TRC

Name: Katie Conese

Address: 404 Wyman Street
Address Line 2: Suite 375

City: Waltham

State: MA

Zip: 02451

Email kconese@trccompanies.com

Phone: 7814197709
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NY Natural Heritage Program — Information Services
NYS DEC

625 Broadway, 5th Floor

Albany, NY 12233-4757

Re:  Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE) Project — Lake Champlain Marine Segment Pre-Lay
Mattressing
Town of Ticonderoga, Essex County, NY
Town of Crown Point, Essex County, NY
Town of Champlain, Clinton County, NY
Town of Chazy, Clinton County, NY
Village of Rouses Point, Clinton County, NY

Dear Sir or Madam,

Champlain Hudson Power Express, LLC (CHPE) is proposing to construct the Champlain Hudson
Power Express project, an approximately 330-mile submarine and terrestrial High Voltage Direct
Current (HVDC) transmission project that will connect clean power generated in Canada with New York
City. As part of this project, CHPE is proposing to install concrete mattresses along the bottom of Lake
Champilain.

The Lake Champlain Pre-Lay Mattressing Project will facilitate utility protection of the submarine cable
within Lake Champlain (Figure 1). The submarine cable route in Lake Champlain will begin at the U.S.
border with Canada and end at the transitional land-to-water segment horizontal directional drilling at
Putnam Station. Pre-lay mattress placement will be conducted at several locations where co-located
infrastructure crossings are present. The individual mattresses that will be used to provide site-specific
utility crossing protection will be 8 feet wide by 20 feet long and 12 inches thick. Multiple mattresses will
be installed at each location as appropriate to provide sufficient protection. Pre-lay bottom mattresses
are planned to be installed in areas of Lake Champlain where the depth of water is less than 150 feet.
LC-24, which can be seen in the attached shapefiles, will not receive pre-lay mattress protection as the
proposed cable route does not cross the existing utility based on updated data. As part of this project,
CHPE is proposing to install concrete mattresses along the bottom of Lake Champlain at locations
where the proposed cable route intersects existing co-located infrastructure, to provide protection to the
existing utilities and the transmission cable. A previous request was issued for this project, however
since then, new locations have been added to the scope of this request.

For the Lake Champlain pre-lay mattresses, the Tomkins Cove laydown yard will be dedicated to
mattress production and distribution needed for the pre-lay mattressing work. Mattresses and
equipment will be mobilized from Tomkins Cove to the project site.

On behalf of CHPE, LLC, TRC Companies (TRC) respectfully requests information regarding the
occurrence and distribution of state- and federally listed endangered and threatened species and their
habitats occurring within or immediately adjacent to the Project Areas. A shapefile of the study areas is
attached for review purposes. Please note that CHPE’s subcontractor Kiewit has submitted similar
requests for terrestrial segments of the project which do not include the pre-lay mattressing work
described herein. Additionally, please note that TRC has also submitted similar requests for transitional
land-to-water HDD project segments which do not include the pre-lay mattressing work described
herein. Therefore, this new request is submitted to address this gap.



The requested information is necessary to prepare the Environmental Management and Construction
Plan (EM&CP) for the Project in conformance with the requirements of the New York State Endangered
Species Act and its implementing regulations (6 NYCRR Part 182), the Federal Coastal Zone
Management Act, the New York State Coastal Zone Management Program, and regulations
promulgated under the Waterfront Revitalization and Coastal Resources Act (19 NYCRR Part 600).

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (401) 330-1210 with any questions. Thank you in advance for
your assistance.

Sincerely,

TRC Companies

P/ NN (N Vo

Sophia Mottola
Environmental Scientist

Attachment 1 — Pre-Lay Mattressing Location Figure
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

Division of Fish and Wildlife, New York Natural Heritage Program
625 Broadway, Fifth Floor, Albany, NY 12233-4757

P: (518) 402-8935 | F: (518) 402-8925

www.dec.ny.gov

May 24, 2023
Sophia Mottola
TRC
10 Hemingway Drive, 2nd Floor
East Providence, RI 02915

Re: Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE) Project -- Lake Champlain Marine Segment
Pre-Lay Mattressing

County: Clinton, Essex  Town/City: Champlain, Chazy, Crown Point, Ticonderoga
Dear Sophia Mottola:

In response to your recent request, we have reviewed the New York Natural Heritage
Program database with respect to the above project.

Enclosed iare reports of rare or state-listed animals and plants, and significant natural
communities that our database indicates occur in the vicinity of the pre-lay concrete mattress
protection locations. Note that our database had no records in the vicinity of LC-14.

For most sites, comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted; the enclosed
report only includes records from our database. We cannot provide a definitive statement as
to the presence or absence of all rare or state-listed species or significant natural
communities. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at the project site,
further information from on-site surveys or other sources may be required to fully assess
impacts on biological resources.

The presence of the plants and animals identified in the enclosed report may result in
this project requiring additional review or permit conditions. For further guidance, and for
information regarding other permits that may be required under state law for regulated areas
or activities (e.g., regulated wetlands), please contact the NYS DEC Division of
Environmental Permits.

Sincerely,
WA Gl
Nicholas Conrad

Information Resources Coordinator
New York Natural Heritage Program

Department of
Environmental
Conservation

395 i NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY




New York Natural Heritage Program @ Report on State-listed Animals

The following state-listed animals have been documented in the vicinity of

pre-lay concrete mattress protection locations.

The following list includes animals that are listed by NYS as Endangered, Threatened, or Special Concern;

and/or that are federally listed.

The following species has been documented hibernating within two miles of LC-33; LC-34, LC-35, LC-36; and

LC-37. And within five miles of LC-25; LC-26; and LC-32. Individual animals may regularly travel five miles from

documented hibernacula.
The main impact of concern for listed bats is the removal of potential roost trees.

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME NY STATE LISTING FEDERAL LISTING

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered Endangered
Hibernaculum

The following species has been documented within 2.5 miles of the LC-23. Individual animals may regularly
travel 2.5 miles from documented locations.
The main impact of concern for listed bats is the removal of potential roost trees.

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME NY STATE LISTING FEDERAL LISTING

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered Endangered
Maternity colony

This report only includes records from the NY Natural Heritage database.

Information about many of the listed animals in New York, including habitat, biology, identification,
conservation, and management, are available online in Natural Heritage’s Conservation Guides at
www.guides.nynhp.org, and from NYSDEC at www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7494.html.
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The following rare plants, rare animals, and significant natural communities have
been documented in the vicinity of pre-lay concrete mattress protection locations.

The animals listed in this report, while not listed by New York State as Endangered or Threatened, are of
conservation concern to the state, and are considered rare by the New York Natural Heritage Program.

The plants listed in this report are listed as Endangered or Threatened by New York State, and are a vulnerable
natural resource of conservation concern.

The natural communities listed in this report are considered significant from a statewide perspective by the NY
Natural Heritage Program. They are either occurrences of a community type that is rare in the state, or a high
quality example of a more common community type. The NY Natural Heritage Program considers these community
occurrences to have high ecological and conservation value.

The following records are from the shore and nearshore areas in the vicinity of LC-10, LC-11, LC-12, LC-13.

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME NY STATE LISTING HERITAGE CONSERVATION STATUS
Bridle Shiner Notropis bifrenatus Unlisted Imperiled in NYS
and Globally Uncommon

Lake Champlain Rouses Point, 1998-07-31: Near shore in vicinity of Rouses Point Bridge. 15287
Blackchin Shiner Notropis heterodon Unlisted Imperiled in NYS

Lake Champlain Rouses Point, 1998-07-31: Near shore about .5 mile south of Rouses Point Bridge. 11392
Lowland Loosestrife Lysimachia hybrida Endangered Critically Imperiled in NYS

Shallow emergent marsh along shore of Lake Champlain just north of Rouses Point Bridge, 2001. 4689
Cobble Shore Wet Meadow High Quality Occurrence of Rare Community Type

and Globally Uncommon

Cobble shoreline of Lake Champlain extending north from Rouse Point Bridge for about 2000 feet. This is a large area, 2518

well-buffered by natural communities, with engineered structures at the north and south borders creating a more
protected embayment.

The following records are from the shore areas in the vicinity of LC-33; LC-37; and LC-34, LC-35, LC-36.

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME NY STATE LISTING HERITAGE CONSERVATION STATUS

Silver Maple-Ash Swamp High Quality Occurrence of Uncommon Community Type

Two patches of this community type are located along shore of Lake Champlain directly west of LC-33 and LC-37, 536

respectively.

5/24/2023 Page 1 of 2



This report only includes records from the NY Natural Heritage database. For most sites, comprehensive field
surveys have not been conducted, and we cannot provide a definitive statement as to the presence or absence of
all rare or state-listed species. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at the project site,
further information from on-site surveys or other sources may be required to fully assess impacts on biological
resources.

Information about many of the rare animals and plants in New York, including habitat, biology, identification,
conservation, and management, are available online in Natural Heritage’s Conservation Guides at
www.guides.nynhp.org.

Information about many of the natural community types in New York, including identification, dominant and
characteristic vegetation, distribution, conservation, and management, is available online in Natural Heritage’s
Conservation Guides at www.guides.nynhp.org. For descriptions of all community types, go to
www.nynhp.org/ecological-communities/ for Ecological Communities of New York State.
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NY Natural Heritage Program — Information Services
NYS DEC

625 Broadway, 5th Floor

Albany, NY 12233-4757

Re:  Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE) Project — Lake Champlain Marine Segment Pre-Lay
Mattressing
Town of Ticonderoga, Essex County, NY
Town of Chazy, Clinton County, NY
Town of Plattsburgh, Clinton County, NY
Village of Rouses Point, Clinton County, NY

Dear Sir or Madam,

Champlain Hudson Power Express, LLC (CHPE) is proposing to construct the Champlain Hudson
Power Express project, an approximately 330-mile submarine and terrestrial High Voltage Direct
Current (HVDC) transmission project that will connect clean power generated in Canada with New York
City. As part of this project, CHPE is proposing to install concrete mattresses along the bottom of Lake
Champlain.

The Lake Champlain Pre-Lay Mattressing Project will facilitate utility protection of the submarine cable
within Lake Champlain (Figure 1). The submarine cable route in Lake Champlain will begin at the U.S.
border with Canada and end at the transitional land-to-water segment horizontal directional drilling at
Putnam Station. Pre-lay mattress placement will be conducted at several locations where co-located
infrastructure crossings are present. The individual mattresses that will be used to provide site-specific
utility crossing protection will be 8 feet wide by 20 feet long and 12 inches thick. Multiple mattresses will
be installed at each location as appropriate to provide sufficient protection. Pre-lay bottom mattresses
are planned to be installed in areas of Lake Champlain where the depth of water is less than 150 feet.
As part of this project, CHPE is proposing to install concrete mattresses along the bottom of Lake
Champlain at locations where the proposed cable route intersects existing co-located infrastructure, to
provide protection to the existing utilities and the transmission cable. A previous request was issued for
this project, however since then, new locations have been added to the scope of this request.

For the Lake Champlain pre-lay mattresses, the Tomkins Cove laydown yard will be dedicated to
mattress production and distribution needed for the pre-lay mattressing work. Mattresses and
equipment will be mobilized from Tomkins Cove to the project site.

On behalf of CHPE, LLC, TRC Companies (TRC) respectfully requests information regarding the
occurrence and distribution of state- and federally listed endangered and threatened species and their
habitats occurring within or immediately adjacent to the Project Areas. A shapefile of the study areas is
attached for review purposes. Please note that CHPE’s subcontractor Kiewit has submitted similar
requests for terrestrial segments of the project which do not include the pre-lay mattressing work
described herein. Additionally, please note that TRC has also submitted similar requests for transitional
land-to-water HDD project segments which do not include the pre-lay mattressing work described
herein. Therefore, this new request is submitted to address this gap.

The requested information is necessary to prepare the Environmental Management and Construction
Plan (EM&CP) for the Project in conformance with the requirements of the New York State Endangered
Species Act and its implementing regulations (6 NYCRR Part 182), the Federal Coastal Zone



Management Act, the New York State Coastal Zone Management Program, and regulations
promulgated under the Waterfront Revitalization and Coastal Resources Act (19 NYCRR Part 600).

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (781) 419-7709 with any questions. Thank you in advance for
your assistance.

Sincerely,

TRC Companies
Katte Coned<
Katie Conese

Environmental Scientist

Attachment 1 — Pre-Lay Mattressing Location Figure
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