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P.O. Box 1068 
Bath, ME 04530 

 

Privileged Not for Public Distribution 

Phase IA Archaeological Assessment of the Putnam Station Laydown Area for 
the Champlain Hudson Power Express Project, Putnam, Washington County 

(OPRHP 09PR03910) 
 

To: Michael Stoltzfus, Principal Consultant, TRC, Lowell, MA 
 

From: Karen E. Mack, Principal Investigator, TRC Bath, ME 
 

Subject: Phase IA Archaeological Assessment of the Putnam Station Laydown Area for 
the Champlain Hudson Power Express Project, Putnam, Washington County 
(OPRHP 09PR03910) 

Date: December 9, 2022 

  

Project Description 

The Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE) project is an approximately 330-mile submarine and terrestrial 
High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) transmission project that will connect clean power generated in Canada 
with New York City. As part of this project CHPE, LLC is proposing to use the Putnam Station Laydown Area 
during construction of the overall CHPE project. It is located on the west side of Lake Champlain in the Town of 
Putnam in Washington County, New York. (Figure 1). The Putnam Station Laydown Area will be located on a 
parcel of land located on the east side of the railroad tracks paralleling the west side of the Lake Champlain 
between Gourlie Point and Sixmile Point (Figure 1). The area of potential effect (APE) for the laydown area will 
cover approximately 2.42 acres (Figure 2). This area was not included in the previous Phase IA assessments 
completed for the CHPE Project (Larlee and Will, 2020). 

The APE for the laydown area is located in within the Robert and Elizabeth Cummings Memorial Park. The APE 
was part of a Phase I Archaeological survey conducted by Andrew T. Black in 2010 for the Town of Putnam 
(Black 2010). Phase IB testing was conducted by Black within the Project APE and no archaeological resources 
were identified. Using the Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) Cultural Resource 
Information System (CRIS) website TRC confirmed that no archaeological resources have been documented in 
or near (within 1 km) the Project APE since 2010.  

Results of Phase IA Assessment   

Since the Project APE was previously surveyed and no archaeological resources were identified TRC does 
not recommend further archaeological studies for the Putnam Station Laydown Area portion of the overall 
CHPE Project (OPRHP 09PR03910). 
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Bath, ME 04530 

 

Privileged Not for Public Distribution 

Phase IA Archaeological Assessment of the Tomkins Cove Laydown Area for the 
Champlain Hudson Power Express Project, Stony Point, Rockland County 

(OPRHP 09PR03910) 
 

To: Michael Stoltzfus, Principal Consultant, TRC, Lowell, MA 
 

From: Karen E. Mack, Principal Investigator, TRC Bath, ME 
 

Subject: Phase IA Archaeological Assessment of the Tompkins Cove Laydown Area for 
the Champlain Hudson Power Express Project, Stony Point, Rockland County 
(OPRHP 09PR03910) 

Date: December 9, 2022 

  

Project Description 

The Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE) project is an approximately 330-mile submarine and terrestrial 
High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) transmission project that will connect clean power generated in Canada 
with New York City. As part of this project CHPE, LLC is proposing to construct the Stony Point Horizontal 
Directional Drill (HDD) to facilitate installing the cables from the Hudson River into the Town of Stony Point in 
Rockland County, New York. (Figure 1). The Tomkins Cove Laydown Area will be located on a parcel of land 
located on the west side of the Hudson River immediately north of the Tomkins Cove Quarry where a power plant 
and substation were located but have been demolished (Figures 2a and 2b). The area of potential effect (APE) for 
the laydown area will cover approximately 17.8 acres (Figure 2 and Attached Project Plans). This area was not 
included in previous Phase IA assessments completed for the CHPE Project (Larlee and Will, 2020). 

TRC completed an updated Phase IA assessment of the Tomkins Cove Laydown Area APE using soils data, 
historic map and aerial images, and a review of data available on the National Park Service (NPS), National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP), and the Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) 
Cultural Resource Information System (CRIS) websites. The results of this assessment are presented here. 

The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) has identified (2) soil units within the Project APE: 
Charlton-Rock outcrop complex, hilly, 10-30% slopes (CkD) and Urban land (Ux) 
(http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov.). Urban land accounts for the vast majority of the APE. A review of 
historic USGS topographic maps shows the portion of the APE located on the east side of the railroad tracks is 
artificial land that was built between 1934 and 1936. Since its construction this landform has been used for a 
variety of purposes. A review of historic aerials shows the power plant and substation that occupied the landform 
since the 1950s and their expansion by the 1980s and its eventual removal by 2010 (see Photos 1 – 6).  

Known Archaeological Resources near the Project Area  

 
 
 
 
 

















 

Division for Historic Preservation 
 

 

P.O. Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189 • (518) 237-8643 • parks.ny.gov 
 

    
  

 

 

 

    

 

 

        

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
 

 

ERIK KULLESEID 
 

  

Governor 
 

 

Commissioner 
 

  

        

 

 

May 5, 2020 
 

        

 

Mr. Andrew Davis 
NYS Department of Public Works 
#3 Empire State Plaza 
Albany, NY  12223 
 

 

        

 

Re: 
 

 

CORPS, PSC 
Champlain Hudson Power Express/TDI/Underwater HVdc Transmission Line  
   Catskill, Fort Ann, Putnam Station, Rockland County, Schenectady and Selkirk Yard  
   Preferred Alternative Routes 
09PR03910 

 

        

 

Dear Mr. Davis: 
 
Thank you for requesting the comments of the New York State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO). We have reviewed the April 24, 2020 Revised Phase IA Archaeological Assessment 
of the Champlain-Hudson Alternative Routes, New York, prepared by TRC, in accordance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. These comments are those of 
the SHPO and relate only to Historic/Cultural resources.  
 
Based on this review, the SHPO has no further comments on this report and concurs that 
archaeological testing is not warranted for the Catskill, Fort Ann, Putnam Station, Rockland 
County, Schenectady and Selkirk Yard Preferred Alternative Routes. 
 
If you have any questions, I can be reached at nancy.herter@parks.ny.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nancy Herter 
Archaeology Unit Program Coordinator 

 

        

 



New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Division for Historic Preservation, Peebles Island, PO Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189 

(518) 237-8643 • https://parks.ny.gov/shpo 

 
  
KATHY HOCHUL  ERIK KULLESEID 
Governor   Commissioner 
  

  
October 14, 2022 
  
Sean Murphy 
Senior Project Manager 
VHB 
500 Southborough Drive 
Suite 105B 
South Portland, ME 04106-6928 
  
Re: DOE 
 Champlain Hudson Power Express/TDI/Underwater HVdc Transmission Line 
 Cementon and Congers HDD Pit Locations 
 09PR03910 
  
Dear Sean Murphy: 
 
Thank you for requesting the comments of the New York State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO). We have reviewed the provided documentation in accordance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. These comments are those of the SHPO and relate 
only to Historic/Cultural resources. They do not include other environmental impacts to New 
York State Parkland that may be involved in or near your project. Such impacts must be 
considered as part of the environmental review of the project pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act and/or the State Environmental Quality Review Act (New York 
Environmental Conservation Law Article 8).  
 
SHPO has reviewed TRC’s evaluation of the project’s Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the 
Cementon and Congers HDD pit locations (September 2022). SHPO has no archaeological 
concerns for the Cementon and Congers HDD pit locations.  No archaeological survey is 
warranted for either location.   
 
It is the opinion of the New York SHPO that no historic properties, including archaeological 
and/or historic resources, will be Adversely Affected by this undertaking at the Cementon and 
Congers HDD pit locations. If you have any questions, I can be reached at 
Jessica.Schreyer@parks.ny.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jessica Schreyer 
Scientist Archaeology 
 




