
NEW YORK STATE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION

Pursuant to: Section 401 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, 33
U.S.C. § 1341, and Article VII of the New York Public
Service Law

Certification Issued to: Champlain Hudson Power Express, Inc.
CHPE Properties, Inc.
Pieter Schuyler Bldg.
600 Broadway
Albany, New York 12207

Location of Facility

Champlain Hudson Power Express, Inc. and CHPE Properties, Inc. (collectively,
"CHPE") proposes to construct, operate, and maintain a new 1,000 megawatt ("MW")
high-voltage direct current ("HVDC") underwater/underground electric transmission
facility ("HVDC Transmission System"). The HVDC Transmission System will
interconnect with the transmission system of Hydro Quebec and will run from the
Canadian border east of the Town of Champlain, New York to Astoria, Queens, New
York ("Astoria"). The approximately three hundred thirty two (332) mile HVDC
Transmission System will connect with an HVDC converter station at Astoria to be
owned by CHPE. From the converter station will be connected by an underground 345
kV HVAC circuit to a gas insulated switchgear substation owned or to be owned by the
New York Power Authority on property owned by the Consolidated Edison Company of
New York, Inc. at Astoria. A 345 kV HVAC circuit will extend from the GIS Substation
to Con Edison's 345 kV Rainey Substation located on the corner of 36th Avenue and
Vernon Boulevard in Queens, New York (the "Astoria-Rainey Cable"). The HVDC
Transmission System and the Astoria-Rainey Cable are referred to collectively herein as
the "Facility." The details and justification for the Facility are contained in the
administrative record in Case 10-T-0139.

Facility Description

The record in the proceeding on CHPE's application, as supplemented, for a
Certificate ofEnvironmental Compatibility and Public Need under Article VII ofthe New
York Public Service Law ("PSL") has fulfilled the requirements necessary to determine
whether the Facility will qualify for issuance of a Water Quality Certification
("Certification") pursuant to § 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §§ 1251-1387).
The Facility cables will be located primarily underwater within the lake- and riverbeds of
New York waterways, including Lake Champlain and the Hudson, Harlem and East
Rivers, with some segments of the Facility route being sited overland. Overland Facility
segments will consist primarily of cable installations buried along: (a) existing railroad
rights-of-way; and (b) existing roadway rights-of-way. In addition, to cross the Hudson
















